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Fig. 1. Distribution of Rhododendron ripense 
in Honshu and. Kyushu. 
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Fig. 2. The localities where the Rhododendron ripense community is investigated. 
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Fig. 3. Communities dominated by 
(1) Rhododendron ripense, (2) Sa- 
lix gracilistyla, (3) Elaeagnus 
urribellata, and (4) Arundinaria 
simonii. 
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Fig. 4. Communities dominated by (1) Salix graci- 
listyla, (2) Rhododendron ripense, (3) Rhododendron 
ripense-Arundinaria simonii,' (4) Alnus serrula- 
toides-Arundinaria simonii,- (5) Arundinaria si¬ 
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Fig. 5. Rhododendron ripense community (Yasuhara, Kochi Pref.). 

Fig. 6. Rhododendron ripense (Yasuhara, Kochi Pref.). The moss hanging from branches 
is Cyptodontopsis obtusifolia Noguchi. 
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Table 1. Rhododendretum ripensis 
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Summary 

1. Rhododendron ripense Makino is an endemic species in Japan which is dis¬ 
tributed in western Honshu, northern Kyushu, and Shikoku. 

2. Rhododendron ripense is mostly found on rocky river-banks frequently 
submerged in water by flood. 

3. The community dominated by Rhododendron ripense shows conspicuous 
floristic compositions often containing narrow-endemic and disjunctive elements, and 
this community should be regarded as a distinct association, the Rhododendretum 
ripensis. Major plants characteristically combined with this association are Spiraea 
tosaensis, S. nervosa var. angustifolia, Buxus microphylla var. riparia, Leptodermis 
pidchella, Osmunda lance a, Astilbe japonica, Potentilla cf. riparia , Solidago yoku- 
saiana, Chrysanthemum yoshinaganthum, Aster ageratoides ssp. angustifolius, A. 
ageratoides ssp. ripensis , Amitostigma keiskei, etc. Cyptodontopsis obtusifolia is 
also a chracteristic moss of this association. 

4. The flora on rocky river-banks is noticeable from phytogeographical points 
of view. This problem is briefly discussed in relation to the distribution and ecology 
of Rhododendron ripense. 
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